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ACCOUNTING

In music, accent is the stress placed on
certain tones in a bar of music. It falls al-
ways in the first part of the bar; and in long-
measures, as in words of several syllables,
there may be a primary accent and one or
two slight, secondary accents.

AC'CIDENT INSURANCE.   See INSUB-

ANCE.

ACCLIMATIZATION, ok klyme a ti za'
shun, or ACCLIMA'TION, the process by
which a plant or animal adapts itself to a
climate which is not natural to it. If the
new species establishes itself in the new
climate, the process is called naturalization.
Cultivated plants, such as cereals, the potato
and common fruits, are the best examples of
acclimatization. Although in most of these
the process seems to have been perfected,
yet certain limitations are always appear-
ing; for instance, corn cannot be grown in
the short, cool seasons of the northern tem-
perate regions, while wheat does not thrive
as well in the warmer climates. There are
countless instances of partial acclimatiza-
tion, where the plant may grow thriftily for
a time but fail to mature fruit or to reach
the same woody structure which it possesses
in its natural home.

Animals vary considerably in their power
to adapt themselves to different climates.
Some, such as the dog, the cat, the domestic
fowls and mice, have followed man into all
parts of the world and seem to thrive
wherever they locate. la general, it is true
that any animal organism may adapt itself
perfectly to certain conditions if they are
presented slowly and by degrees, while if
thrown suddenly among the same conditions
it will die. Man himself possesses great
adaptability, yet when changes are made
suddenly, he may fall prey to fatal diseases.
Whenever representatives of the races in-
habiting the temperate climates are trans-
ported to the tropics, they find it difficult to
preserve health and vigor for any great
length of time. Modern sanitation and in-
telligent care, however, enable these people
to live for many years in hot climates, pre-
serve their health and even carry ojn. the
industries of their first home,

ACCOB'DION, a small wind instrument
in the form of a box, from eight to twelve
inches long and four inches wide. It con-
tains a number of metallic reeds, which are
set to vibrating by air forced into them by
the folding bellows. The bellows is operated

by the left hand, the right hand pressing a
series of keys to regulate the pitch of the
tones produced. See CONCERTINA.

ACCOUNTING, the methods by which the
records of a business are analyzed. The
purpose of bookkeeping is to show debts,
both those due by a business and those due
to a business (see BOOKKEEPING). The pur-
pose of accounting is to show profits and
losses.

The failure of a large corporation is al-
most always accompanied by a statement
that the exact condition of the finances can-
not be learned until experts have spent
several days or weeks in examining the
books. This apparent relation between suc-
cess and accounting demands an explana-
tion.

The average manufacturer does not know
what things cost him. Not so many years
ago business was conducted on a small scale.
A manufacturer made only one commodity,
or one line of commodities. A dealer bought
a few goods which he distributed by com-
paratively simple methods. He paid rent,
salaries and insurance and bought his stock;
deducting these expenses from his total sales
gave his net return. With the growing com-
plexity of business, a single company
manufactures or sells hundreds of com-
modities, many of which are by-products.
If a firm makes a hundred products, ten of
which are sold at a loss, the manager would
be foolish not to drop the ten and increase
profits on the other ninety. Some expenses
may be for permanent improvements; these
should not be charged as expenses for one
year only, thus wiping out the profit for that
year. The field of accounting is the analysis

of a busi-
ness into its
operations,
and the de-
termination
of the ex-
pense and
profit from
each opera-
oEu The
principles
of account-
ing are ap-
plied to every feature of business records*
These features may be summarized in seven
groups:

1w   Capital and revenue* their differences.
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